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Wonderful,
Versatile
Wicker

So simple, it’s like child’s play.
Duette with LiteRise .

Beauty has its own rewards.

The LiteRise cordless system improves
safety for children and pets. Simply push
up to raise and pull down to lower — your
shades stay right where you put them.
LiteRise makes raising and lowering
shades easier than ever.

From September 1st to October 15th 2010, visit
this participating dealer, and earn 1,000 Aeroplan
Miles for each unit of Duette with LiteRise
purchased! For full promotional details, visit
www.hunterdouglas.ca/promotions/childsafety

®

®

®
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®

®

®

1,000

aeroplan m iles
®

Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc.

BLINDS BY DESIGN NINE LTD.
SHIRLEY BURTON, OWNER

CREATE A HOME THAT ILLUMINATES YOUR STYLE.
#15-1515 WESTGATE ROAD, KELOWNA, BC VIZ 3X4
WWW.BLINDSBYDESIGNNINE.COM

250-470-7791

SHIRLEYBURTON@SHAW.CA
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The official start of summer just flew by... Did you
happen to notice it?
While the calendar may mark the day, in my world, nothing says summer like moving the living outdoors.
There’s a casualness to summer entertaining that makes it
so much more relaxed and enjoyable. While I love to plan
and cook and entertain, the best part is having friends over
and not worrying about the formalities.

Linda Ryan, Editor

At a recent barbeque, neighbors who normally just give
that, ‘I’m in a hurry but we should get together” wave, let
loose with months of pent up gossip and stories that only
get shared when the heat comes on and backyard living
comes into play.
If you’ve been waiting for the perfect time to have the
neighbors over, summer is definitely the prime time.
But you better hurry... September is not that far away.

 A Dramatic Surprise on a Quiet Square

GO DIGITAL. GO VIRAL.

Ruddy Daniels
Online Marketing Specialist

EXPLORING a better way by:
OFFERING
a novel new way of Content Marketing!
MAXIMIZING
Social Media & Digital Publishing!
LEVERAGING
a network of Business Partners!
FOSTERING
Customer Relationships!

ruddy@mainstottawa.com
www.mainstottawa.com
Tel: 613.795.2549
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around home & Yard

How to Beat
the Summer Heat

“

Home is
anywhere
that you
know all
your friends
and all your
enemies.”

”

Orison Scott

A

re you feeling the heat this summer? With temperatures rocketing in many areas, it’s a safe bet
that most of us are. Never fear...
relief is here! Here are several great
ways to beat the summer heat and
stay cool when the temps get hot.
 Drink it in. Summer temps can
lead to dehydration faster than you
can say “heat wave.” Make sure to
drink plenty of water to stay cool
inside and out.
 Wear a hat. Protect your face
and eyes with a wide-brimmed sun
hat. A hat will also protect you from
intense reflective glare.
 Shade up. Stay in the shade
as much as possible when you’re

outside and keep babies under six
months out of direct sunlight.
 Splish splash! Find some water
to splash around in — whether it’s
your local pool, a beach, or even
a backyard sprinkler. A few minutes of splashing can offer hours of
summer heat relief.
 Water play. Turn any backyard
game into a water game by adding
a bucket of water or a hose and an
element of getting wet. Play dodge
ball by throwing soaked sponges at
one another, hula hoop while holding the hose, or start a game of tag
with water guns.
 Find the A/C. Now is a great
time to take kids to a mid-day
matinee, to the library, the community pool or for a behind the
scenes tour of their favorite
ice cream shop!
 Freeze it! Nothing
cools kids down faster than
a refreshingly cold ice pop.
Make your own by freezing
plain old fruit juice in popsicle molds. It’s a healthier
way to cool down than
drinking soda pop.
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Tips on Patio Decorating
T

he patio area has become a vital
part of the home. It is an outside
room where you can enjoy the outdoors. Patio areas can be an extension of a kitchen, living room or a
complete retreat. It can be used for
varied purposes such as an outdoor
living area, a relaxation area or a
lounge. Hence, it is very important
to decorate it properly so that it is
functional and comfortable.
Decorating a patio is not difficult,
as you already thave he big draws
—soothing sky, warm sunlight and
fresh air. All you need to put in is a
little creativity. Here are a few tips:

1

The most important part is
deciding what you want. The

best way to add beauty and charm
to your outdoor patio area is to
simply choose a theme and to add
in beautiful and relevant accessories to the area. You can choose the
theme of Mediterranean or dress
up the area as a jungle.

2

Select the right patio furniture in line with the purpose
behind the patio and the floor
space. If the area is limited, then
you should limit yourself to small
patio furniture with sleek lines.
Wooden patio furniture is a good
choice for large spaces.

3

Once you have added patio
furniture, add colors in the

area. You may add a beautiful umbrella to impart the patio with summery flair. Or you can add to the
aesthetic appeal using some pillows
or area rugs.

4

Add plants and flowers to
spruce up a dull area. Vibrant

and brightly color plants with flowers will make the area livelier. You
may also go for a natural look by
incorporating only green
plants. Plants hung in
small pots also create a
unique look.

5

Give proper attention to the lighting.

There are countless options for lighting fixtures.
Hanging lights are
known to impart a romantic feel to the area,

whereas you can get a fun and party
like atmosphere with tiki torches.
If you don’tt have electrical outlets,
you can still light up the area with
solar lights. They comes ina large
variety of styles and light intensities.
Fancy lanterns hung from plants and
branches also enhance the look and
brighten up the area.
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“OMG! Our Renovation Budget Is a Bust”
BY JIM PATRICK

cost send you over
your budget.

I

t is imperative to understand the importance of thorough
planning to help avoid
these seven common
reasons that might
send your home
building projects over
budget.

Hurry-up mentality

Emotional decisions
Emotions can easily put
the kibosh on rational
thinking. Even if you are a focused
financial planner your judgment can
be affected by the emotional aspect
of designing and building a dream
home and you could lose sight of
the financial aspect. It is common for
homeowners to feel that this is the
only chance to obtain certain items
in their home. These emotions can
lead to decisions that are not in their
budget.

Upgrading architectural specifications
When building a home, the mentality of most people is to “go grand.”
They have the feeling that this is the
home they will live in for the rest of
their lives and think if they don’t say
yes to certain things, they will never
be able to have them in their home.
As a result homeowners will often
ignore their architect’s specifications,
which were based on the original
budget supplied by the homeowner,

and request upgrades. Unfortunately,
these upgrades do not always fit the
budget.

Inaccurate preliminary budget
The homeowner should be involved
in setting the budgets for appliances,
plumbing and lighting fixtures,
hardware, roofing and so on. The
architect or builder, without truly
knowing the homeowner’s taste level
and quality expectations, may create a budget that reflects moderately
priced items–while the homeowner
wants upscale items. It is not until the
time comes to select these items that
a homeowner truly understands the
level of quality the budget represents.

Ignoring the budget
It’s also not uncommon for a homeowner to begin selecting appliances,
plumbing and lighting fixtures, hardware, roofing, and so on without
knowing their cost. The products you
feel that you can’t live without could

Construction is underway and the clock
is ticking. You may
be paying to live in
one place and at the
same time paying
for the construction
loan. This causes a
hurry-up mentality,
which can translate
into decisions based
on product availability instead of
cost. To get products delivered quickly, the homeowner ends up paying
charges for expedited shipping that
were not part of the budget.

Changing Orders
The homeowner makes changes
throughout the construction process,
which are not only costly, but can
also delay the project. The homeowner hears about a new product
and must have it immediately. Both
the budget and timetable have just
been blown. You will have to weigh
the cost of last minute changes.

Too many decision makers
The homeowner allows the architect,
interior designer and their consultants to change orders with the
builder without the homeowner’s
approval. This is a sure way to blow
your budget.
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Chic, Clear
Summer Drink
Dispensers

T

he hot weather is here so make sure you
have cool drinks on hand with these chic
drink dispensers.
Whether you’re hosting a swanky soiree or a
casual outdoor barbecue, they are a great
way to display the drink of choice: iced tea
with sliced lemons, juice, punch or something
with a little more, er... punch! Your guests will
have fun refilling their own glasses with this
easy-to-use entertaining essential. 
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Reduce Paved
Areas to Help
With Rainwater
Filtration
W

hen landscaping your property, it’s best to encourage the
natural absorption of rainwater into
the soil. Waterproof surfaces, such
as unistone, concrete and asphalt,
increase the effect of thermal islands
and surface runoff. Rather than
being absorbed into the soil, the
water leaches contaminants from the
streets and then runs into the sewers.
It’s important to avoid this impact on
our water resources.

Maximize permeable areas such
as green space, kitchen gardens and
flower borders, to allow rainwater
to be absorbed naturally, filtering
out chemicals and preserving water
quality.
When choosing flagstones or
pavers, select honeycombed products that do not cover the
entire soil. Vegetation can be
allowed to grow up through
the open sections of these
water-permeable products,
or the openings can be
filled with fine gravel. They
have the triple advantage
of reducing resource waste,
lessening the impact of thermal islands and encouraging
rainwater filtration into the
soil, decreasing the load on
public infrastructure.

 At 78 Square Feet, It’s a Smallish Apartment...

Other landscaping strategies can boost the “green” level of
driveways, such as installing running
strips (two pavement strips for the
tires) surrounded by greenery, or a
honeycombed plastic base that allows grass to grow up between it but
supports the weight of the car.
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ask an expert

 Dehumidifier or air conditioner?
 Sealing leaky aluminum gutters
 Brick pavers over a patio slab.
 Painting over oak cabinets.
 Dog ‘pee spots’ on the lawn.

Q

I know that dehumidifiers work well in basements,
since we’re mainly interested in dryness, and usually not coolness. Would we be better off putting a
window air conditioner in a basement window, and
getting the additional benefit of cooling? Would the
window unit do as good a job of dehumidifying?

A

The window air conditioner will cool the basement and
shut off when it is cool enough to satisfy the thermostat.
The RH may well be in the 90% range at that time. So
you will have a nice cool and damp basement. The dehumidifier has a sensor inside which responds to humidity. It will run until the air becomes dry to the set point of
the dehumidifier—if you want the benefits of both then
you will probably need both. Remember, cold air cannot
contain the same amount of water that the same volume
of hot air does, so if you
cool the basement down to
50 degrees the relative humidity could be 100%. You
might consider running
an air conditioner and a
small heater to warm the
air back to 70 degrees or
so to decrease the relative
humidity.

Q

My aluminum gutters are leaking at the seams,
but it’s not in my budget to replace them this year.
Is there any way I can seal the seams?

A

You can use a butyl caulking, or they now have a gray
caulking that looks like liquid solder, and it’s for filling
the seams of gutters. Before you begin your repair work
your gutters have to be clean and dry. There is also a tripolymer product that’s good because it can be applied in
almost any temperature, and it can also be recaulked to
itself. 

Q

Can I attach brick pavers to a concrete patio slab
using mortar in a cold climate or will winter freezes
and thaws cause problems with the pavers or joints
cracking and coming loose?

A

As long as you lay the pavers on the concrete slab during warm weather well prior to the arrival of winter, the
pavers should be able
to withstand cold winters without cracking
or coming loose.
To attach brick pavers to a concrete slab:
Clean Slab: Clean
the slab thoroughly using a pressure washer
or garden hose and
scrub brush to remove
any dirt or contaminants.
Lay Paver Border: Lay the outer row of pavers around
the edge of the slab in a bed of mortar. It pays to use a
taut string to make sure that all the pavers are straight

OttawaMowers.com

OttawaMowers.com

Maintenance Tips:
> Starting the Engine
> Oil & Filter Replacement
> Air Filter Replacement
> Blade Replacement

Connect with Ottawa’s Mower Experts!
Ph: 613-724-4332
1642 Woodward Dr., Ottawa K2C 3R8 (Off Maitland Ave.)
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and level. Cut pavers so they fit around irregular angles.
Lay Pavers: Lay the inner rows of pavers in a bed of
mortar, using a string to keep the pavers straight.
Fill Joints: After the mortar has set, use a grout bag to
fill the joints between the pavers with mortar.
Smooth Joints: Smooth the mortar joints with a trowel,
then use a stiff brush to remove any excess mortar from
the pavers. 

Q

in the opinion of some, but remember, you’re going to
need to scrub that same grease off your cabinets sometime down the road. High gloss paints are harder and
better resistant to cleaners.
5. Apply two coats of paint, lightly sand between coats
if necessary to remove drips or brush marks. 

Q

Aaargh! The snow is melting and now I see all the
brown patches on my lawn caused by my dog peeing? How can I fix for this problem?

My husband and I are in the process of closing
on this house, and I would like to give the kitchen
a new look by painting the cabinets and adding
hardware before we move in. They are a blonde
You won’t be alone with
oak with a white laminate piece in the middle. How
this problem! Essentially
do I prepare them for painting and can I paint over
what is happening is your
the laminate piece?
lawn is getting fertilizer
burn. The ammonia in
dogs’ urine is high in
Painting cabinets is neither quick nor effortless! It’s
actually quite time consuming and labor intensive. Don’t nitrogen, which acts as a
fertilizer: that’s why you
rush it and follow these steps. If done right, in the end,
frequently see a ring of reit’s always worth it.
ally lush, tall grass around
1. Clean tthoroughly with a grease cutting cleaner.
the burnt spots. The ring is
2. Sand everything with a medium or fine grit sandpa- where the nitrogen wasn’t as concentrated.
per to provide a surface for your primer to adhere to.
Lawn burn, when mild, will often repair itself over time,
3. Use a high quality primer and a high quality angled if you can be patient, but the best thing to do is have a
2” paintbrush when
full watering can available at all times, and pour plenty
working with cabinetry or
of water over the peed-on spot every time you see the
furniture by hand. Bendog peeing.
jamin Moore has a paint
Re-sodding is a quick way to patch severely damaged
product called Advance
areas that would otherwise be invaded by weeds. 
specifically for painting
wood or laminate cabinets.

A

4. Paint using preferably
a high gloss paint. Shiny
may not look as nice

A

you won’t find
it there.
If you’re looking for a stylish, economical kitchen upgrade, Habitat for Humanity
NCR ReStores are the place to go. At two locations, we resell donated, new and
used building, renovation and decorating materials to keep them out of landfills—
and to fund Habitat’s good work right here in the National Capital Region.
Learn more at www.habitatncr.com.

New! Our ReStores now accept
donations of home and office
electronics. The usable materials
recovered from these products
are sold to support Habitat’s
operations and home building
programs.

East: 2370 Walkley Rd. — 613-744-7769
West: 7 Enterprise Ave. — 613-225-8400
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Cheap Fixes
to Boost the Value
of Your Home

BY TERI CETTINA

L

ooking for ways to spruce up your home without
putting yourself in the poorhouse? Whether you’re
getting ready to sell your home or want to spiff it
up for your own enjoyment, here are 10 good strategies for you to consider.

1. Make your kitchen look great
The kitchen is the heart of the home and potential
home buyers make a beeline for it, so make sure your
kitchen looks clean and is reasonably up-to-date.
For a few hundred dollars, you can replace the kitchen
faucet set, add new cabinet door handles and update old
lighting fixtures with energy-efficient ones.
With a slightly larger budget, give the cabinets a makeover. “Rather than buying new cabinets, re-face the old
ones,” says Gwen Moran, co-author of “Build Your Own
Home on a Shoestring.”
“A contractor will remove doors and drawers, refinish
the cabinet boxes and add new doors and drawers. With
a coat of paint, your cabinets will look like new.”
If you’re handy, you can buy your own replacement
cabinet doors and install them yourself.

2. Give appliances a facelift
If your kitchen appliances don’t match, order new

doors or face panels for them. When Realtor Nicole
Persley was sprucing up her home to sell, the kitchen had
a white dishwasher, microwave and wall oven that were
stainless steel with black trim.
When she called the manufacturer to see about ordering a new, black face panel, the customer service representative clued her in on a big secret: Many dishwasher
panels are white on one side and black on the other.
“All I had to do was unscrew two screws, slide out the
panel and flip it around. Sure enough, it was black on
the other side!”

3. Buff up the bath
Next to the kitchen, bathrooms are often the most
important rooms to update. They, too, can be improved
without a lot of cash. “Even simple things like a new toilet
seat and a pedestal sink are pretty easy for homeowners
to install, and they make a big difference,” says Moran.
She suggests replacing an old bathroom floor with
easy-to-apply vinyl tiles or a small piece of sheet vinyl.
“You may not even need to take up the old floor. You can
install the new floor right over the old one,” she says.
If your tub and shower are looking dingy, consider regrouting the tile and replacing any chipped tiles. A more
complete cover-up is a prefabricated tub and shower surround. These one-piece units may require professional
installation but can still be cheaper than paying to re-tile
walls and refinish a worn tub.
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4. Step up your storage

7. Look underfoot

Old houses are notorious for their lack of closet space.
If you have cramped storage areas you can add do-ityourself wire and laminate closet systems to bedrooms,
pantries and entry closets.

Carpeting is another detail that can quickly update a
home and make it look cleaner. A professional carpet
cleaning is an inexpensive investment, especially if your
rugs are in good shape and are neutral colors.

Firms like ClosetMaid.com allow you to redesign your
closets online. You can also get design details and parts
for these systems at many home-improvement stores.
Most closets can be updated in a weekend or less.

If your carpet is showing serious wear, cover it with inexpensive, strategically placed area rugs. Unless it is truly
hideous, most real estate agents don’t suggest replacing
wall-to-wall carpeting right before you sell your house.
The new homeowners may want to choose their own
carpeting after they move in.

5. Add a room
“If you have a two-bedroom house with a den, the only
reason the den can’t be considered a bedroom may be
because it doesn’t have a closet,” says Persley. “If you
add a closet to that room, you’ve now got a three-bedroom house. That adds a lot of value.”

6. Mind the mechanics
It’s often very worthwhile to hire an electrician and
plumber for a couple of hours to look over your electrical
services,
wrap or
fix loose
wires, fix
any faulty
outlets,
and check
for and fix
any water leaks.
Those details tell a
buyer that
someone
has really taken
care of the
home and
can really
influence
its price.

8. Let there be light
If you have recessed lights in your dining and living
rooms, consider replacing one of the room’s lights with
an eye-catching chandelier. If you have a ceiling fan, you
can buy replacement fan blades to update the fixture’s
look.

9. Reframe your entry
Do you have a flimsy little knob on your main entry
door? If so, spring for a substantial-looking handle-andlock set. A nice, big piece of hardware on the front door
signals to newcomers that this is a solid home.
Also, if you’re stuck with a steel front door, Persley suggests painting or faux-finishing it for more eye appeal.

10. Consider curb appeal
Although it sounds obvious, a well mowed lawn, a few
well-placed shrubs and a swept walkway makes a great
first impression. “What buyers see when they first drive by
your home is tremendously important,” says Moran.
If you don’t have a green thumb, consider hiring a
landscaper to install some new sod, plant a few evergreen shrubs and give your front yard a good cleanup.
These kinds of changes can instantly change people’s
perception of your home and, therefore, increase its
value. And hey, your neighbors will love you for it, too.

Source: www.bankrate.com
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DESIGNS
FOR

Small
Comfy
Spaces
BY CHET POURCIAU

T

here can be many reasons you may find yourself in a
smaller apartment or home. Young people, just getting started, find living spaces they can afford and this
usually means buying or renting a smaller space. Many
people who retire choose to downsize and move to a
smaller space. You may think this means making sacrifices when it comes to design, but don’t give up hope.
You can have a beautiful and functional space no matter
what size it is.
It is important to plan your design before getting started
since a small space presents many challenges. Make sure
you are taking advantage of every square foot of your
home or apartment. There are several things to consider.
First, you want to decide on the benefits of the space and
focus on the areas where creative design can have the
most impact.
 Color selections are very important. Use light colors

to give rooms an airy and serene feel. Consider painting
the walls and trim the same color. You will be amazed
how this makes the ceiling appear higher. Also, select
furniture that is slightly smaller than typical furniture. Using round tables or tables with glass tops will open the
space up visually.
 Floor to ceiling bookshelves will let you take advantage of floor space and allow you to display many of
your treasured items. Do not put doors on your media
centers or bookshelves. Every time you add a door you
close off a space. And consider removing doors between
rooms and just leave the space open.
 Add a light colored carpet to a room that has dark
floors and place several lamps throughout a room to
brighten the space at night. Light can have a profound
effect on small spaces.
 Many people work from home these days and in a
smaller space you want to combine your office with
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the living
room. Several manufacturers
produce
hide-away office
armoires,
so at night
you just
close the
doors and
your desk
becomes
and piece
of furniture.

 In the bedroom you should consider the classic Murphy bed which folds up into the wall. During the day this
will create a much larger space. For those people living
in efficiency apartments this is a great way to combine a
bedroom and living room in one room.
If you have a traditional bed all is not lost. One difficult thing to do in a small space is store valuables safely.
Today there are many plastic storage units that are made
to slide under beds, so take advantage of this space.
 In the bathroom use open shelves and a light colored
shower curtain. Dark shower curtains create a barrier
that makes the room appear much smaller. A larger mirror will reflect light and create a feeling of openness.
 If you have the luxury of changing the structure of
a space you should take out walls and create a loft. If
you have a large open space you can use folding walls,
providing privacy when needed. These walls can also be
moved when needed to create more space.
 Using large mirrors throughout your home will make
rooms appear larger. The materials you use in your
home are also important. Glass, metal, polished wood
and reflective items can keep a space light and airy.
 If you have windows try to emphasize them and bring
the outside light in during the day. Curtains allow you to
add a vertical design element to the room that does not
take up a lot of space and provides a pleasing frame for
your windows.
 Small dining rooms can present a challenge. Make
sure you have a table that folds down or has leaves that
allow you to extend your dining room table when needed. Use smaller chandeliers that do not hang low. A low
hanging chandelier in the middle of a small room will
make the room feel cramped.
 Probably the best advice I can give is to avoid clutter.
A smaller space will always appear larger when you keep
the design simple! 

To learn more about this topic and other helpful interior tips visit:
www.chetpourciaudesign.blogspot.com

Four wheels grip pavement.
The fifth grips you.

LIVE TO DRIVE.
THE 2014 MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS.

Star Motors of Ottawa, 400 West Hunt Club Road,
613-737-7827 (STAR) www.starmotors.ca
OPEN SATURDAY for Sales, Service and Parts: 8AM − 5PM
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A foyer or an
entryway is the
first area that
your guests notice as they step
into your home.
So, make sure
it offers a warm
welcome.

WELCOME

to my home

BY RIMLEE BOYAN

M

ost homeowners are so caught up in designing and decorating the bedroom and living
room of their home, that they overlook the
foyer altogether. Most often, foyers are neglected areas of a home and are decorated as an afterthought.
But as the entryway is the first space that your guests
will notice as they enter your abode, it makes sense to
decorate the foyer in such a way that it looks welcoming and inviting.
Most foyers tend to be small and narrow spaces, so it’s

best to decorate it in a minimalistic décor. It should also
match seamlessly with the rest of the home décor, particularly the living room.
Here are some useful tips on how to decorate a foyer:

Choose the Right Wall Color
To attain a dramatic look, it is best that you paint the
walls in a different color from the living room. If you
have a small and narrow foyer and the layout is not
well-defined, then choose a bright and warm paint color
to liven up this space. If, on the other hand, you have a
larger entryway, you can stick to warm neutrals like slate
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gray, taupe and wheat. These colors give the entryway a
sophisticated and elegant look and works well as a backdrop for hanging wall art.

Decorate with Furniture
To decorate the entryway and make it more functional,
you need to choose the right furniture. For a small foyer,
it is best to pick furniture pieces that are long and narrow
in scale, like a console table or a long wooden bench.
For a larger foyer, a round hall table, a round pedestal
table, an antique chair or an ornate dresser will help
give it a chic look. You can group together accessories
like vases, quirky table lamps and small art work on the
console table.

Lighting for the Foyer
It is important that the foyer be well-lit so that guests
can navigate to the living room without any problem.
One of the best ways is to install recessed lighting on
the ceiling. You can also opt for decorative wall sconces
and pendant lighting that will match the overall décor.
A modern and minimalistic chandelier suspended from
the ceiling will create a focal point in the entryway.

Creating a Wall Display
Wall art can make the foyer look warm, inviting and
elegant. You can create an eye-catching wall display
by hanging a single piece of modern art on one of the
walls. Alternatively, you can group together smaller
pieces of art work and hang them in an asymmetrical
manner.

Mirror as Wall Art
To create a dramatic look, group together a number
of ornamental mirrors in various shapes and sizes on
one of the walls. This decorating idea works well in a
small entryway, and mirrors as wall art look stunning
against a dark wall. You can also hang a single, large
wall mirror with an antique frame on the wall. Such a
mirror will create the illusion of extra space by visually
expanding the narrow area of the foyer.

Dress Up the
Flooring
To add warmth
and to keep dirt,
an area rug or
runner is an absolute must-have
item. Make sure
the rug is placed
does not interfere
with the opening
and closing of the
door. A patterned
area rug in a color
scheme that complements the wall
paint colors looks
very attractive.
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Opt for an Accent Wall
For decorating a foyer with a staircase, the best idea
would be to paint the wall opposite to the stairs in a bold
and dramatic hue. Choose a wall color like aubergine,
sunny yellow, brick-red or chocolate to enhance the look.
You can also choose to hang wallpaper on one of the
walls. Architectural details like wainscoting and a chair
rail installed on the wall opposite to that of the stairs, will
give the area an elegant appeal.

Tips for Decorating a Foyer
For the foyer to shine and look as elegant as the rest of
the house, here are some foyer decorating tips.
 If you have a large foyer, consider placing a small
sofa or loveseat in one corner. A beautifully upholstered
sofa or loveseat is not only stylish, but functional.
 A tall sculpture placed on the floor, next to the console or dresser, will add a beautiful touch to the foyer.
 You can also decorate the entryway by placing a few
decorative houseplants on either side of the console or
bench.
 In case you have opted for a long bench as furniture, you can dress it up by adding some fancy and
colorful throw cushions.
 If you would like to highlight a
piece of art work or wall display,
then install track lighting. Track
lighting is also great for illuminating a long and narrow entryway.
 If you are unsure about what
type of wall art or painting to hang
on the walls, a good idea would
be to stencil or faux paint one of
the walls to create an accent.
 Do not over accessorize it by
placing too many decorative elements and knickknacks which will
make the foyer look cluttered.
Remember that the décor you
choose should be cohesive with the

style of the rest of the house. By using these decorating
ideas, you can create a memorable first impression on
your guests. 
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Wonderful,
Versatile N
Wicker

othing says “alfresco elegance” like wonderful,
versatile resin wicker. Resin wicker is woven plastic
that has been treated specifically to be outdoors; the
wicker itself is completely waterproof and has extra protection
from those harmful UV rays. So it’s not your regular everyday
plastic, it’s so much more.
When you think of resin wicker furniture, the
first thing that comes to mind is style and comfort. This furniture can be left out all year round
(with a protective patio cover in the winter time
of course!).
Affordable, comfortable and ease of maintenance all make resin wicker a simple choice for
your patio furniture. Resin wicker sectionals are
very “in-style” these days so what happens when
you merge stylish sectional collections with your
imagination? Endless Possibilities! Designed >>

outdoor living
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to be arranged and rearranged in dozens of
configurations, wicker sectional collections are a
practical choice for those who love to entertain
outdoors. The comfort and style of resin wicker
easily extends into patio dining furniture. Coordinating your lounging area with your dining
area has never been easier.
And decking out your, er... deck, patio or
garden with some chic and comfortable outdoor
furniture and accessories, it’s sure to become
the favorite room in the house. Well, not technically a room and not inside the house, but you
get the idea. 

outdoor living
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Add a Water Feature
to Your Garden
FROM A TINY FOUNTAIN TO AN IN-GROUND POND,
A WATER FEATURE TRANSFORMS ANY GARDEN
INTO A SERENE RETREAT.
room window or a tranquil
setting for outdoor dining and
entertaining.

W

ater nourishes the body and
soothes the soul. It’s no wonder that more and more gardeners
are rolling back the sod and incorporating beautiful water features into
their landscapes, ranging from small
decorative fountains to impressive
inground ponds.
Garden centres offer lovely, inexpensive statuary as well as innovative
products that make building your
own pond easy, while landscape
professionals offer larger customdesigned options.
Things to keep in mind when planning your water feature:

LOCATION: Certified landscape
designer Fred Post of Your Designer
Landscapes, recommends choosing the location of your pond based
on how you plan to use your water
feature—as a vista through a living

the pond margins and for marginal
plants to be placed, in pots, in the
pond.

Avoid placing a pond beneath or close to trees that will
drop their leaves or needles,
adding additional maintenance to
your pond. Consider slope, soil, sun,
shade, wind and utility lines when
planning the location of your water
feature.

SUN, SHADE AND WIND:

SLOPE: Place the pond on a flat

avoid installing over gas, electrical
or sewer lines. The closer the pond
is to electrical outlets for fountains,
lights and a pump, the less expensive it will be to run lines to it.

area above the lowest spot on the
site to avoid overflow by rainwater,
causing muddy waters and possibly
washing away plants and fish.

SOIL: Clay soil, although difficult to excavate, holds
its shape, and
flexible liners
will conform
to whatever
configuration
you dig out.
Create a series of
internal ledges that will
provide bases for large
boulders to gradually incline upward to

Position your pond where plants will
get at least six hours of direct sunlight each day. Wind can speed up
evaporation and damage plants and
shrubs. Erect windscreens in windy
spots.

UTILITIES: Call before you dig to

Running a water line is only
necessary
if you
can’t
reach
the
pond
with a garden hose to top
off the water level.
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